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California Stute Prison offers construction program

By Marc Maloney
Seaff writer

Construction careers could be in
Jthe futures of 16 inmates ot
California State Prisan, Secramento,
who recently completed a revolu-
tionary progrm designed to prepare
them for life after lockup,
. The/ 16 inmates ar the prison,
which is berter known as Folsom
Prison, ame the fine graduntes of a
new pre-apprenticeship program
krown a5 Cateer  Technical
FdwnnmvapmurThmm
the fisst of its kind in the country,
addresses  unemployment  Jssues
among parolees by teaching inmates
constmiction skills they can e w
find jobs after being paroled.

“This innovative tmining  pro-

.pmm &8 part of Governor’

Schwarzenegeer’s efforts to rehabili-
tte inmates in- California’s adul
correctional instinstions and is an
important  component i our
renewed focus to asist inmates with
the re-entry process” James Tilton,
* acting secretary for the Califomia
Department  of Corrections and
Rehabilitation, =aid in 2 statement.
"This is truly an investment in pub-
lxaﬁtarbncaacmmlm‘drmuims
mean sifer commumities"

The mining program also figures
10 benefit the construction mdustry,
eager 1o establish a livelihood.

“There is a real need out there for
this kind of labor,” said Frank | osco,
public affairs chief for the California
Prison Industry Authority (PIA),

&nmmmm
California’s adult inmates. “Plus, we
have a good relstionship with the
kbor union, which allowed = to
hhtlmimc:aqmen o nstruct
these Inmates™
During the six-month training

received extensive classroom

instruction. They abo got plenty of

“hands-on practice, which ncluding

helping to refurbish the prison’s pre-
viously-vacant Green Valley. Fire
Camp 12

The once dilapidated  srucnore,
which was being used as 3 storage

2 Mmﬁqd&m.&mmm
CUTTING AN ANGLE for 2 frame. 2n inmats in the carpentry appreatice program practices usisg a skilsaw.

facility, now serves & a California
Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitations/PIA training and
engineering center, where inmates
leam skills like concrete pouring,
Jing, pamnting, roofing, and finish car-
pontry. ;

“This was 3 great oppormunity to
do some construction work on the
prison grounds,” explained Losco.
*They were able to renovate a place
theae was very nin-down and make it
into 2 useful maining center”

Some program graduares  are
being transferred to the PLAK modu-
lar building enterprise ar the prison,

where they will manufacture
partable structures that will be sold
1o stife agencics

After paroling, inmates will be -
cligible for placement in a full-scale
apprenticeship  program  offered
through the Carpenters Training
Committee for Northern Califomnia,
which can lead to jobs with con-
stnuctioh companics that employ
organized Tabor. The PIA is paying
the initial union dues and providing
a full set of ools 1o inmates. who
camplete the progmam. and enter
Carpenters Local 46.
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